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Background

Major disparities exist in pregnancy, birth, sexually transmitted diseases (STDs),
and HIV rates in Milwaukee. In the State of Wisconsin, Milwaukee is ranked
near the worst for overall health outcomes, including worst for teen birth rates
and STD rates.[1] Teen pregnancy remains a major problem in Milwaukee even
though the rates of pregnancy and births to teenagers have experienced
significant declines since 1991.

The study’s primary objectives were to:
1) Summarize and assess racial and ethnic disparities in STDs, birth
weight, infant mortality and reproductive health issues among teens;
2) Assess the birth rates for teenagers aged 15-17 years;
3) Develop a feasible goal for the year 2015 around reduction of births to
teenagers ages 15-17 in the City of Milwaukee.

Methods

Results
STDs: Milwaukee’s reported STD cases are three times higher than those of
Wisconsin and the U.S.; the number of reported STD cases are increasing
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Infant mortality: The infant mortality rate in Milwaukee was double that of Wisconsin
and the U.S. in 2006. The disparity ratio between African Americans and Whites in
2006 was 2.5 for all age groups. However it was 1.1 for teens aged 15-19.
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Birth Weight: Racial disparities in the incidence of very low birth weight
(VLBW) improved by 30% in 2006 compared to 2005. However, 1 out of
30 African American mothers among all ages still had a VLBW baby in

2006.
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Conclusion

Our goal is to reduce teen births in the City of Milwaukee
to 30 per 1,000 teenagers aged 15-17 years by 2015,
which is a 46% reduction from the current rate of 55.4
births. This goal is based on national and state goals to
reduce teen births and analysis of local data. While this
goal is challenging, we feel it is achievable with evidence-
based and data-informed programs, policies and efforts
that are currently underway. Milwaukee has disparities in
health outcomes by socioeconomic status.[3] As a next
step for this study, we will analyze teen births by
socioeconomic status including racial and ethnic
differences.

What do we want to know?
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